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“A contemplation of the New Jerusalem: We hear the voice of God saying I 
will make everything new. This is a great challenge to CLC at 450 years … 
The world is changing so deeply and so radically that we will need a lot of 

creativity. We need that spirit … of a God who can renew everything because 
he is in everything, and the changes that are taking place now are a part of 

God's presence in the world.”
“So we should not be negative towards a changing world. On the contrary, 

this is the great chance to be creative, to be companions of a God who is 
creative, who responds always to a new humanity.”

Fr. Adolfo Nicolás: A reflection on Rev 21: 1-5
450 anniversary Mass, Rome, April 28, 2013

Pilgrimage on the 
occasion of  the 
450 anniviersary 
of  CLC. Biviers, 
France, April 
19-21, 2013
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This year, we celebrate 450 years of  Ignatian Lay Communities. To mark 
this occasion, the CLC World Exco proposed to organize a pilgrimage 
between Liège (Belgium) and Rome, as did our founder, Jean Leunis SJ.
Belgium started with 2 days of  pilgrimage on April 6th and 7th. From 8th 
till 14th April, Switzerland literally took over the three banners: the 
banners of  Marian Congregations, 450 years of  CLC, and World CLC. 
Later, France and Italy organized parts 3 and 4, at Biviers (April 19-21) 
and Rome (April 26-28). continues next page...

The Vatican from the roof  of  the Jesuit Curia

Pilgrimage in Switzerland
Geert Dutry, CLC Belgium Flanders
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Pilgrimage in Switzerland
... continues from page 1
This pilgrimage idea did flame my heart.
Move in nature and be moved, and slightly taste the CLC as world community.
A few weeks later, was it so far.  YES! I was allowed to participate on behalf  of  Belgium! I was very happy and 
proud, when Luke, the ecclesiastical assistant of  the world CLC, sent me from Belgium to Switzerland.

The trip became a challenge for me to cross boundaries. Land borders, language barriers, cultural boundaries, 
CLC limits, pay limits. On a pilgrimage the pressure and the boundaries of  the ordinary life fall away. With a 
small group of  people ... together ... 7 days journey ... walk ... with backpack ... in a beautiful landscape ... with a 
day theme ... and time to reflect on CLC, on your personal life and on the events on the road.

With 12 people, we walked the entire trail. 10 Swiss: Liesbeth and Annie (walk, and SAG wagon), Susanne en 
Martina (spiritual guidance), Hans en Vreni (road guidance), and Beatrix and Jörg, Theresa, and Cornelia 
(photographer). Further an Austrian (Gertrud) and a Belgian (me!). 4 CLC members walked 1 to 2 days with 
(Liesbeth, Martina, Birgitta and Helmut).

The tour ran from Konstanz to Einsiedeln. We got about 90 km in 6 step days. Along rural roads we enjoyed of  
nature and beautiful scenery. Along the way we took time for some information and a prayer in many small chapel 
or pilgrimage churches. Recharge and spend the night happened in a pilgrimage Inn (twice), a youth hostel, a 
monastery, a small hotel and a youth training centre.

On Sunday, the closing day, we did not walk. 15 Swiss CLC members joined us, including a few from French-
speaking Switzerland. The pilgrimage was festive concluded with a brief  report of  our trip and a Eucharist.

OUR INNER JOURNEY was very interesting and enriching. In the morning, the day theme was introduced. 
Daily we got about 1 hour in silence. In the evening there was a brief  exchange. In the theme booklet, there were 
some 20 songs. We have sung them all.

Now, I will give you an overview of  the themes and questions.

Day 1: Gratitude for our roots.
What gives God to me, when I look at the origins and history of  CLC? How God did guide me in the CLC?

Day 2: Our vocation as a layman.
Men and women of  the Church in the heart of  the world, and men and women of  the world in the heart of  the Church.
Do I know the heart of  the world? Do I know the heart of  the Church?
I leave everything behind to follow Jesus as Levi the publican Luke 5:27-28?
I go away sorrowful, like the rich young man Matthew 19:20-22?
I let send me back home by Christ, as the possessed of  Geras Luke 8:38-39?

Day 3: (an Ignatian day) As "companions" on the road.
What unites us in the CLC? What unites us as a member of  the Church Community?
What do I see as the target of  my being on the road, together with others, in the CLC?  And in the Church?

Day 4: Collide with boundaries.
What restrictions and threats I see in front of  me? Where I collide with my limits?
What are the boundaries of  our community? How do I react when I come to borders?
Peter (Luke 22:60-62); Elijah (1 Kings 19:4-5).

Day 5: Cross borders.
Where I get invited to cross borders? Where are we as CLC to this end invited?
Peter (Acts 11:2-9); Jesus and the Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30); 
Whoever is not against us is for us. (Mark 9:38-41).

Day 6: One body, many members.
What is my gift? What are our gifts? What member am I? What member I would like to be?
Which member is my group? Which member I would like to wish for my group?
Which member of  the body of  the Church is CLC? What keeps us together?

Day 7: Sent in the world.
What can I experience as my vocation? Simple lifestyle? Ignatian spiritual guidance?
Resist forces that deny life? Let me send by my group? (John 15:9-17; John 20:21).

Something has changed in me! I have some insights and I’m about 15 CLC-friends richer. It was a week with 
plenty of  deepening moments about CLC and me. The inner change is still working ... Yes, it was meaningful and 
enriching, it brought peace and joy to commemorate internationally and in small circle our CLC birthday and to 
celebrate it with a pilgrimage. I hope you were able to join now! Maybe you do that literally, by, for example, a 
weekend away with some CLC members, and for each day a day theme?

With a joyful heart,
Geert Dutry, CLC Belgium Flanders
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Diary
A diary to inform you of events taking place 
and also to ask for your support in prayer 
for these events.

World Assembly, Lebanon.
July 30 - August 8, 2013

International CLC Summer Camp
Transylvania, Romania.
August 11-17, 2013
dusika@yahoo.com

CLC Lithuania Summer Camp
Be thankful , Let's celebrate
Tolieja, August 15-19 2013.
loretadieliautiene@gmail.com

Euroteam meetings.
Croatia; November 22-24, 2013
Munich; February 2014

Meeting for EAs, Regensburg
June 4 - 6, 2014
followed by European Assembly
June 6 - 9, 2014

To further information look at the CLC 
Europe website:
www.clc-europe.org

“We pray today that we are part 
of this renewal of the world, but a 

renewal that is inspired by love, 
by the love that Jesus wants us to 

exercise for each other so that 
the world will know that there is 

something different in our midst.”

From Constance to Einsiedeln
A Swiss CLC pilgrimage
It all started with a request by the CLC secretary in Rome to 
repeat Jean Leunis’ pilgrimage between Liege (Belgium) and Rome 
(Italy). The Swiss CLC took up this call and prepared one week of  
pilgrimage on the German branch of  the Camino de Santiago 
from Constance (at the German-Swiss border) to Einsiedeln (in 
central Switzerland). This week in April, following a starting 
weekend in Belgium, was organized by Vreni and Hans Rüttimann 
and Susanne Hirsch, all experienced Saint James pilgrims. Geert 
Dutry from the Flemish CLC brought the three banners from the 
“Prima Primaria”, World CLC and the 450 years CLC jubilee 
with him, and Gertrud Zeller from Austria joined the other Swiss 
CLCers as another foreign participant. They formed a colorful and 
diverse group of  up to 14 people, who took the challenge to walk 
in the spirit of  the first CLCers. As this pilgrimage was seen as the 
beginning of  CLC, they were guided by daily suggestions for 
meditation on “As an Ignatian lay community from our roots to the 
frontiers”. I joined for the last ascent from Rapperswil to 
Einsiedeln, and many others, amongst them the two other 
delegates for the World Assembly, Catherine Guerbet-Rollin and 
Adrian Marbacher SJ, came for the celebration of  the end of  this 
pilgrimage. In Einsiedeln, we were hosted in the house which for a 
long time was headquarter for the Marian Congregation in 
Switzerland. From here the three delegates received their blessings 
during the final mass. At the same time, this marked the official 
transition from Christoph Albrecht SJ to Adrian Marbacher SJ as 
Swiss ecclesiastical assistant.

This pilgrimage was a good example of  what Swiss CLC is 
currently best at. It is said, 'Pilgrims pray with their feet,' and they 
do so seeking out places believed to have holy connections. This 
was truly the case, because not only Einsiedeln, as the final point of 
this stage, is known for its famous baroque Benedictine monastery, 
drawing pilgrims from all over and around Switzerland. But also 
other remarkable places were along the route like Constance (for 
the Ecumenical Council from 1414 to 1418) and Fischingen 
(monastery). The places where the group spent the night were 
quite diverse, too. The group of  pilgrims mastered long ascents, 
but also rainy weather, but none of  these spoiled the group’s good 
humour. They were compensated by sunny weather at the end and 
summit of  their pilgrimage, and at the end the banners were taken 
to Geneva to pass it over to the French CVX.  

Helmut Schift, Swiss Eurolink

Fr. Adolfo Nicolás:
A reflection on John 13: 31-35

450 anniversary Mass,
Rome, April 28, 2013

mailto:dusika@yahoo.com
mailto:dusika@yahoo.com
mailto:loretadieliautiene@gmail.com
mailto:loretadieliautiene@gmail.com
http://www.clc-europe.org
http://www.clc-europe.org
http://www.clc-europe.org
http://www.clc-europe.org
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A  Z i m b a b w e  D i a r y
Inge Höpfl, translated by Gertrud Zeller
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A Zimbabwe Diary
Inge Höpfl, translated by Gertrud Zeller 
Since 2012, Peter Faber Centre, a retreat house run by Jesuits and CLCers close to Harare, and the retreat house in 
Ahmsen, entrusted to CLC Germany by the Diocese of  Osnabrück, have been developing a partnership (see in one 
of  our last Newsletters). Therefore, Johanna Merkt, in charge of  Ahmsen, and I travelled together to Zimbabwe to 
spend Holy Week in retreat and meet members of  CLC Zimbabwe.  

25.3. 
A pleasant flight – entry no problem – cordially welcomed, first by Fr. Konrad Landsberg SJ, Ecclesiastical Assistant 
of  CLC Zimbabwe, then by Chipo (head of  Peter Faber centre and a delegate to the Fatima World Assembly) and 
John, Blandina and Thaka, all of  whom I have known from my last two stays. 
With our arrival, the group starts its retreat. Today: input plus sharing, the rest of  the day is for personal prayer. 
Everything is so familiar to me: common-room, chapel, the stones in the outdoor site – I feel at home! 

27.3. 
We had rain during the night – meanwhile we are ten – everything is uncomplicated – they simply come and here 
they are. There is more variety and abundance in meals than in past years. And it is much warmer! This time I had 
brought my down jacket! I can never see enough of  this landscape – when Thaka welcomed me, he said to me: Inge, 
here you have a second home! And these very special sounds – ever changing with the time of  day. 

Maundy Thursday 
Ceremony of  Washing the Feet on Maundy Thursday – quite different: encountering the poor.  Leo took Johanna 
and me to Maria, a great-grandmother of  over 90 years of  age. She welcomed us most cordially with an open mind 
and asked us to pray with her and for her for a good hour of  death. Her greatest worry is that she might be a burden 
to her family in the latter days of  her life. Family, that means her daughter Elizabeth, grandmother of  ten orphans, 
whom she struggles to feed and provide with good school education. She owns a small piece of  land where she grows 
maize and vegetables together with some flowers. Clothing and school fees for the nine boys and one girl are 
provided by the missionary station in Silveira House. 
This visit is still on my mind – we are able to find a dress for the girl and a football for the boys, but unfortunately we 
couldn’t bring them around ourselves. Are they happy with these things? 

We celebrate the Easter Liturgy together with our Spiritual Exercises-group on Holy Saturday night. After the 
Readings from the Old Testament the Easter Fire is lighted and the Easter Candle is taken to the chapel. After the 
Liturgy we had home-made scones and Easter eggs and Easter bunnies from Germany. 

Easter Sunday 
For Easter Sunday Liturgy we go to the Jesuit Church, where we are being introduced as guests. We are touched by 
the songs and texts in Shona. Once again I discover that it does not necessarily need words to understand a message. 
After Mass many people come to meet us in a most easy way, asking questions and talking to us, and we are happy to 
be photographed. 
Back on the premises of  the Retreat House a group of  Youth CLCers is waiting for us. They meet weekly with an 
adult guide. Johanna and I are impressed by the openness and earnestness of  the sharing of  these young persons. 
There is hardly enough time for this encounter – as our friends have prepared a surprise for us: a driver will bring us 
first to Bernadette and Thaka in Bulawayo, and then – I can hardly believe it – to the Victoria Falls and Hwanga 
National Park. 

On the way we meet Abel, who had arranged this present for us. Unfortunately he cannot come with us himself  as 
he has to fly to Washington D.C. on behalf  of  his Human Rights Organisation. 

Sunday night in Bulawayo: after pizza (!) and sadza (the typical food in Zimbabwe) the examen with the family, with 
Thaka, Bernadette, their children and Alec, a youngster from the village where Thaka comes from. They had 
received him into their own family only a few days before in order to send him to school and thus give him a 
perspective for his future. 
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We try to sleep quick enough: the next morning we set out at five o’clock – heading for the Victoria Falls – the two 
boys on the platform of  the pick-up. Tendai, our driver is not only an excellent driver but also very well informed 
about his country. He had an answer to every single question we asked him on Zimbabwe. 
Arriving finally around 9.30 a.m., I could hardly await the moment of  seeing the Falls. I can already hear them: in 
the vernacular they are called “The Smoke that Thunders”. But Chipo insists on having coffee and breakfast first. I 
could hardly bear it! Ever since my first stay I have wanted to come here – and I must wait yet again…  

Then at last the Falls – overwhelming, magnificent, the awe-inspiring beauty of  creation, the greatness of  the 
Creator. 
At the entrance a more than life-size statue of  David Livingstone, the first European to “discover” the waterfalls.  
Tendai said very humbly: “While we have been here all the time…”, thereby underlining the arrogance of  the 
Europeans behaving as colonial lords. 
For two hours we wandered along the Falls, amazed, taking photographs, getting wet to the skin in spite of  rain coats  
– and in the end even my camera is too wet: All the elephants we see afterwards in the Hwanga National Park I can 
“only” take with my smart phone and keep them in my heart. And all the time I don’t notice that Chipo is “scared to 
death” – the elephants stood so near to our car that we could have touched them with our hands if  we had wanted. 

At night in Bulawayo we enjoy once again the hospitality of  Bernadette and Thaka, and during the evaluation of  the 
day we look into the shining eyes of  Alec. He speaks hardly any English yet – the expression of  his eyes, however, 
underlines clearly how much he enjoyed this day, while Matthew thanks for the heavenly breakfast which he would 
like to experience more often in his lifetime. .. 

Next morning, before we return to Harare, Thaka invites us to join morning Mass in his parish church. He feels 
obviously proud to introduce us to “his” parish priest and to some members of  the parish community. And he is 
pleased to hear that my own parish church in Munich is also dedicated to Christ the King. 

In Gweru we meet Lucy, one of  those who helped CLC Zimbabwe to grow. She participated in the World Assembly 
in Hong Kong, when Zimbabwe was incorporated in the World Community. 
Before coming back to Peter Faber Centre we can watch again African animals at a close distance: impalas, striped 
gnus, zebras, hyenas, baboons, and lions. 

It is good to be home again, in “my” round house, to have a shower, take a rest, remembering. The following 
morning we meet with Chipo and Konrad to consider next steps for CLC and the partnership of  the two retreat 
houses. Happy and grateful, the four of  us celebrate Holy Eucharist. A word from my Exercises is very close to me: 
Homecoming to the greatness of  the Lord and to the greatness of  myself.

In the evening we are invited by Edmond, a well-settled stockbroker and one of  the financial pillars of  CLC 
Zimbabwe - the absolutely contrary experience to our visit at Elizabeth’s. We are invited to a sharing round in his 
parish. The members of  a group, of  mixed age, meet weekly for sharing prayer, Bible and daily life experiences. I 
was especially impressed by the high degree of  attention in listening to each other, even when the individual 
contributions were lengthy and in great detail. The children in the group were quite peaceful. Seemingly it never 
even occurred to any of  the adults that the little ones might be bored and should better be provided with some 
pastime of  their own… it still makes me think! 

Edmond and his wife Judith support CLC and at the same time are very much involved in the parish.  Judith pays 
also regular visits to the hospital, prays with the sick and the poor – and tells us about all this at great ease. 

Visions 

Chipo will come to Germany again next autumn to deepen the relation between the two retreat houses. 

For 2014, we are dreaming of  another week of  Spiritual Exercises from Palm Sunday until Easter, followed by 
outings and encounters. The Retreat Centre seems an inviting place for retreats together with CLCers from 
Zimbabwe, using the occasion for getting to know the country and its inhabitants, in a way discovering and enriching 
each other – sharing our bread and our fish. I wonder if  anybody would like to join us next year. Chipo, Inge, 
Johanna, and Konrad will be there in any case!
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CLC World Assembly: From our Roots to the Frontiers
This is my son, the Beloved. Listen to what He says. (Mk 9:7)
As you know our next CLC World Assembly will take place from 30th July to 8th 

August, 2013 in Lebanon. We would like to remind all our European CLC members to continue to pray 
for this assembly, we need the prayers of  every CLC member for the guidance of  the Holy Spirit in 
discerning the way forward for our world-wide community and for the election of  the new World Exco. 
We include here a copy of  the Assembly prayer, please pass this on to your communities and encourage 
them to say this either individually or within their groups.

Prayer for our Lebanon Assembly
Heavenly Father, you offer us Jesus, your Beloved Son, and ask us to listen to Him. In response to this gift, 
we the members of  the Christian Life Community commit ourselves to following Jesus more closely and 
working with Him to build your Kingdom.

O Lord, our World Assembly at Lebanon is part of  a long and rich history which you have bequeathed to 
us. Today, your Spirit invites us to be present at the ever changing frontiers of  faith and . justice. Relying 
on the intercession of  the Virgin Mary Our Lady of  Lebanon and St. Ignatius, we seek to deepen our 
identity and act effectively as a Lay Apostolic Body in the Church. May your love and grace empower us 
along this journey.

O God of  Love, we ask your Blessings of  Peace upon the whole world and especially upon the region of  
the Middle East. Illuminate the hearts of  your children; free us from all bitterness and strife; guide our 
steps along the paths of  Peace.

Almighty God, we entrust our CLC World Assembly to your loving providence. Eternal Father, confirm 
us. Eternal Son, confirm us, Eternal Spirit, confirm us. Most Holy Trinity, confirm us. Amen.

N
EW

(S
)LE

TT
ER

 ju
ne

 2
01

3

foto - www.francescoocchetta.it foto - www.gesuitinews.it

450 Years of CLC: Pilgrimage in Europe
Final Stage: Rome, April 26 - 28, 2013
The celebration of  the Jubilee Year for the 450 years of  Ignatian Lay Communities in Rome has been the best 
anticipation of  the theme of  our summer world assembly in Beirut which will be “From our roots to the frontiers”. The 
pilgrimage to Rome has been an extraordinary occasion and time of  Grace to deepen, reflect and pray on our roots. 
We thanks all members of  the world community who came to Rome from many different countries and lived with us 
this privileged moment (in the celebration with Father Nicholas at S.Ignatius church, in the conference of  presentation 
of  the new edition of  the book “L’Europe des devots” describing our history and in the concert held in S.Ignatius).

The 450th anniversary celebration confirmed us in the mission of  sharing with mankind the treasure (Ignatian 
spirituality) that we inherited. We rejoiced for the richness of  our roots and committed ourselves to disseminate our 
treasure at the frontiers which challenge us today, following the path that all men and women of  Ignatian spirituality 
have followed in the past.

Leonardo Becchetti

http://www.gesuitinews.it
http://www.gesuitinews.it
http://www.francescoocchetta.it
http://www.francescoocchetta.it


Euroteam Meeting - Rome April 2013 
 
 
                                                                                                       Euroteam with new Italian Exco  

                                                                                                                                                                  and  Daniela Frank                     

 
Our first meeting as Euroteam for 2013 was planned to coincide with the last part of the 
European Pilgrimage organised by CLC Italy for the weekend of the 26 – 28 April in Rome. 
As a team on the Friday afternoon we participated in the conference “The Laity and Ignatian 
Spirituality Past and Future which was organised by CVX?CLC, Civiltà Cattolica and 

Associazone ex-alunni, and included guest speakers from each of these 
organisations, from CLC our president Daniela Frank, from Civiltà 
Cattolica-Antonio Sporado SJ and Francesco Occhetta SJ, as well as  
Elisabetta Corsi from Sapienta University and Miguel Coll SJ from the 
Gregorian University… these speakers were both challenging and 
informative and gave us much food for thought. 
This was also attended by CVX/CLC members from across Europe 
including 30 members from Portugal, who had come especially to join this 

stage of the pilgrimage as a group representing each area of CLC Portugal. There were also 
members from Latin America and the USA and of course the host country Italy.  Once again 
we experienced the joy of being part of the wider CLC family. 
 
The Saturday was a working day for the Euroteam where we took time to share news of our 
national communities this included news of new EA’s in Slovenia, Croatia Switzerland and 
Malta, also new Eurolinks in Belgium and France; Belgium and  Ireland also have new 
Natioanl Excos. One piece of exciting news is that after a period of inactivity the Netherlands 
are ready to  start new groups with the help of Flemish speaking Belgium. We also reviewed 
the Eurolink’s meeting in Austria and did some preliminary planning for the European 
Assembly which will take place in Germany in June 2014. 
 
 
That evening joined by Daniela we made our way to the 
Sant Ignazio Church via one of Rome’s famous Ice Cream 
parlours for a concert organised by CLC Italy and included 
music from Beppe Frattaroli and his small orchestra, and 
Quintessenza Brass both very different in their music styles 
but offering a relaxing end to a busy day! 
   
 
 

On the Sunday morning we returned to the Sant Ignazio to join with all those 
who had come for the pilgrimage to participate in the Mass to celebrate our 
450 years as an Ignatian lay organisation. It was a great joy and privilege to 
have Father General Adolfo Nicolas SJ officiating at this celebration together 
with Father Luke SJ and many other priests concelebrating.  Click on this link 
to see the clip of the Mass: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCjP6jl5r8U  
 

It was a truly fitting way to end our time in Rome, we were hoping to see the new Pope and were 
invited to the roof garden of the Jesuit Curia in order to participate in the lunch time Angelus but 
unfortunately because of an extended Confirmation Mass that morning Pope Francis did not lead 
the Angelus, instead we caught a fleeting glance of him being driven around the Piazza, oh well 
better luck next time!                                                     


